Art Lesson Plan: Propaganda Button
By LeAnne Iverson, spring 08
Benjamin Banneker Academy
ACTIVITY: Create a button design using a slogan and logo that universally symbolizes something that is important to you. Using techniques of shading and gradation of markers and colored pencil create form out of the shapes. Outline with varying widths of sharpie black marker as a last step. Could add white out pen and/or gel pens for shine or reflection. Use button machine to create actual metal backed pin able button.
MATERIALS:
Scratch paper

Paper rounds precut for actual artwork

Pencil/eraser

Markers

Colored pencil

White out pen

Get pens

Button Machine with metal backing, pin backing and Mylar protection round.

TOPIC QUESTION: How can you use a small and simple design to make a powerful statement?

TIME FRAME:
9 days of 40 minute classes
VOCABULARY:
Font style

Negative space

Slogan

Logo

Focal point

Gradation

Propaganda
Universal symbolism
ASSOCIATION TOOLS:
This is an advertisement used to tell people who you are. Quick reference!!

Bumper stickers, political campaigning

VISUALIZATION:
Create as example of gradation. Show on board different examples of simple and effective advertisements. Over lap the images, symbols or logo with writing.
Use only a section of an image. We get the picture you don’t have to give us all the answers. Don’t be literal.  Leave something to the imagination.

From a distance how can you bring in the viewer closer? 
Make it clever, catchy, so when people look at it they don’t quite get it right away!! OHHH!!!
Because it is round does not always mean your design has to be centered.

TRANSITION:
Using a scratch piece of 8 ½ x 11 paper, trace the inside of a masking tape roll. Doing this a few times will give you chances to work out different compositions. Now thing of something that is important to you maybe something you are passionate about (other then John). What do you believe in? What movement do you support?
CONCLUSION:
Can you tell, from a distance, what the person who is wearing the button is all about? Is it a clear, effective, eye catching design? 

